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Period #13. Cold War Climax and New World Order: 1973 to Present 
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Pennsylvania State University and a member of the Pennsylvania able at http://www.edexcellence.net/Septll/Septemberll.html.) We 
State Board of Education. David J. Rutherford is associate editor of intend to continue calling attention to these problems and, where 

Research in Geographic Education at Southwest Texas State University. we can, suggesting solutions to them. The present contribution is 
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The Thomas B. Fordham Foundation is a private foundation 
that supports research, publications, and action projects in ele- 
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time while geography courses — when taught at all — embrace interacted with important people, events, and ideas. The elements 

space. Geography teaching focuses on the contemporary where- of the framework serve as suggestions for lessons that are rich in 

as history is chronological and often stops at about the time that content drawn from both disciplines. 



Thus, for example, migration becomes more than an idea Column three may pose the greatest challenge to history 

when it includes the concepts of origin, destination, transporta- teachers because it calls upon them to do two things for which 

tion means, and settlement realities — the “why, where, and how” they may have had little preparation. It suggests: (1) that some 

to enrich and amplify the “when.” Similarly, westward expansion basic geography is essential to any understanding of history, and 
becomes a story influenced by questions related to the “push-pull (2) that contemporary geography helps to complete the historical 
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ry has unfolded. Ideas abound, and maps become necessary 
ingredients, not merely backdrops for the two-dimensional ques- 
tion “where?” 



U.S. History and Geography Curriculum Framework for a Hi^h-School Course 

This curriculum framework has three columns. The first defines the chronology and essential topics for a high-school level U.S. his- 
tory course; the second displays opportunities for joint history/geography teaching and learning organized by eras and topics; and the 
third suggests where pure geography can be taught either to clarify the understanding of history or to extend it to contemporary times. 





10 



Blending History and Geography in the K-12 Curriculum 





The Best of Both Worlds 
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Blending History and Geography in the K-12 Curriculum 
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Appendix An additional essay, to be published as a monograph, was writ- 

ten by project co-director David Warren Saxe. It focuses specifi- 
At the outset of this project, the Gilbert M. Grosvenor Center cally on U.S. history, and provides essential topics in a chronolog- 
for Geographic Education commissioned a series of four inves- ical order that emphasizes the concepts of land and liberty, i.e., 

tigative essays designed to search the relevant literature and set that underscores both the geographical issues and the governing 
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